Oakland Voter

League of Women Voters Oakland Area

725 S. Adams Road, Suite 292, Birmingham, MI 48009
e Phone: 248/594-6602 Fax: 248/594-6603 website: www.lwvoa.org
WOMEN VOTERS® President: Judy Bateman e-mail: Pres@Iwvoa.org

I #
$%%& ' (
) &!( *+,
"# 1'$ % & "3

I "# $

# % % ' $%( %!% % I % 19%)!! %
*% % ! 111 +9% 1) + , ! % % * '
1) ! % % % 1 % )
$ 1 1%
) - % % % - ! % . % %/ ! % 0! %
0 1 1$% O -2 % O 3% 4 '+ $ -
I+ ) % | $% $% /% 0 )+ % %
&1, 31 /.0 %! % %$ % 0 - %% %$ ) % +
/ + 2 % % 5% ! % % ) % %! %
% % % "% 2 .0 %% %$
2
| 1 | ( i Quaron Rdr ;: Quartan Rd Gilbert 'ake ﬁ;
2 i !
&) ) $ g 8) %7| )' % ‘5‘;'5 2 13; QUar[m\'F\u ‘#abady Or
- % %$ \I‘-:;;m Lake Rd Wing Lake @ %

9% $ 1$% %$

I I

% % - 2 %$ 9., $ 52"0 Qrehard Way,
I$%< % % ! ' e &
= 9 % - o 0, W Maple Rd ¢
= % %-!19;42 % | WMapleR W Maple Rd
) - 2 %$ # : Vazy Okl ild [
H - Oakland Hills
3 . * 3 ( ! % b ) Country Club
- £ =
-1 - 0 % - 14 25
ke =
9 %/ ! ‘ el F)
By on 0 ; 2 gakhi e )
nc
b FikefoRe Lingaln Rd LisonRE &
G 'Sg,#_‘ 2008 Google - Map data ©2009 Google - Terms o0f Use | Report a problem | .
% & ()

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization,
encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding
of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.




LWVOA Board of Directors, 4564 &7 4 84
2009-2010

PRESIDENT
Judy Bateman I " " #

1% VICE PRESIDENT $%&% "$%%&% ( # ( )

Bernadette Najor — Development

' +
2" VICE PRESIDENT ( '
Deb Horner — Voter Service

3" VICE PRESIDENT
Eva Packard — Administration ' _ n $ (
SECRETARY N (G B

Randa Keener (( ) ((

TREASURER .
Sue Abrams 23 4 ( # (

DIRECTORS # # (
Jerry Burden - Candidate Forums *

Carole Elder — Voter Registration ) ( +5/6
Patricia Finn — Communications ! ( ( ((“
Fran Fisher — Special Projects
John Magary " [ * + ¢
Sheryl Mitchell -Citizen Education
Renate Soulen — Health Care ( ( ) y
Barbara Suhay - Government
Andrea Zalewski

OFF-BOARD POSITIONS
Linda DePoorter — Membership 9 ( (0; 0< =" >
Ann Edwards — Mailings , ,
Mary Howarth — Data ? 5.

Management .
Tera Moon — Webmaster ) * ’ 7 ) @ 8 (
NOMINATING COMMITTEE ’/ ( (
> %! , Chair AA # (( . $%%B $%%C (" (
Mary Ann Barkach
Tera Moon 4 " :D '

Sue Abrams
Eva Packard ( <

THE OAKLAND VOTER is the 5 (( | $%%B " + | (
official publication of the League
of Women Voters. Itis published ( !
seven times a year by the
LWVOA. Articles and Letters to
the Editor, with writer's name,
address and phone number may
be sent to the LWVOA office. 3

- Editor: Eva Packard
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If you are not already a .

mgmber of Faceboo{' The League of Women Voters will be 90 years old
you can sign up at on February 14, 2010!

www.FACEBOOK.com

and make "League of Women | | Tha | eague of Women Voters at all levels will celebrate the League’s
Voters Oakland Area” one of

your Facebook friends. oo™ anniversary, as well as the 9o anniversary of women'’s right to
vote won on August 26, 1920 when the 19" Amendment became law.

Invite your friends to learn

about League activities and JOIN US! See www.LWVOA.ORG

upcoming programs.
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SAVE THE DATE

Voting and Elections
Training & Action Day

Wednesday, April 21, 2010

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
18 by 218 W. Ottawa
w Lansing, Ml
9:45 am — 4:00 pm

e Ay Morning: Afternoon:

R I B il Policy Issues Briefing Awards Luncheon
AN g9 Advocacy Training Legislative Visits

For info, contact voterpower@Iwvmi.org or 517-484-5383
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LWVOA Recommends a National Education Study
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The News Revolution and its Impact on a Free Press

THANK YOU to Dorothy Conrad and Marge Polidori who hosted our Fall Luncheon on October 19" to
provide insights into the importance of a Free Press. This event at the First Baptist Church in Birmingham
also raised funds for the League. Others who provided various menu items and helped at the forum include
Lola Koch, Margaret Kanost, Christine Jurgenson, Joan Heinecke and Margaret Betts. Thank you to Pam
Brady of LWV Troy Area who provided photos of the event.

The panel of speakers included: (left to right)

Greg Kowalski , Editor of the Birmingham Eccentric,
Rana Elmir , Communications Director, ACLU of
Michigan, and Garry Gilbert , Interim Director of the
Journalism Department at Oakland University.

A Question and Answer session followed the speakers.

Kowalski talked about the committee of local community leaders from 6 communities and 2 school districts
who committed to help gain readers and ads so that the Birmingham Eccentric (unlike other Eccentrics in
the county) could continue publishing and keep on informing the publi ¢ about what is happening in
their communities and government . He noted that the paper had returned to its roots to focus better on
the local communities and schools.

Gilbert , who had been an Editor and Reporter at the Oakland Press noted that there were 250 Journalism
majors at Oakland University — more than enough to fill every mass media opening in the U.S. today. Many
end up working in Public Relations instead. Freedom of the Press is guaranteed by the first Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution. Originally, government censorship was the biggest threat to that. Today it is
commercialization of the news such that sensationalism and trivia reign. He emphasized that democracy
and self government require factual information on what is happening. To keep a free press,
advertising dollars are needed to fund staffing and printing. With the move to online news, the business
model is broken and newspapers are reducing staff, printing fewer copies and cutting substantive news.

Elmir said that only 17% of the world’s citizens live in countries with a free press. She stated that “a free
press is the cornerstone of democracy.” She provided three scenarios: Elected officials + many
constituencies in the room leads to too much conflicting input while officials with no constituencies in the
room leads to no accountability, but officials with a reporter present is the most successful. She noted that
many students asked to read the first amendment words thought it went too far!

Dorothy Conrad is involved in the effort to continue publication of the Birmingham Eccentric and said that
she heard comments such as “I get my news from the Internet for free” or “I get it from Rush Limbaugh.”
There is no distinction between news and opinion. A good reporter deals in facts. Notice that each of the
speakers highlighted the importance of providing fa ctual information for democracy to flourish.

HHHBHHEH Sponsors HHEHHHRHHH

Curts Servicd”

Specialized Auto Repair. Since 1981
Personalized care driven by technology

14611 West 11 Mile Road Phone 2485450500
Oak Park, MI 48237 Fax 248-545-06859

33400 Woodward
Birmingham, MI 48009
(248) 645-1118
www.newyousalon.com

info@CurtsService . com * www CurtsService, com
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Standing: Carla Volkers, Barb & Jim Suhay, Mary Ann Barkach, Dick Soulen, Jerry Burden, Karen & Henry DeGrendel,
Marge Polidori, Co Volkers, Bob Packard.

Seated: Bernadette Najor, Renate Soulen, Patricia Finn, Judy & Kim Bateman, Vicki Lange, Tera Moon.

Attendees Not Pictured: Dorothy Conrad, Deb Horner & David Williams, Monty Najor, Eva Packard.

Also Contributing: Linda & Doug DePoorter, Fran Fisher, Christine Jurgensen, Mary Pickett.

LWVUS 2010 Legislative Advocacy Priorities After a review of congressional action in 2009 and a discussion of
expected activity in 2010, the LWVUS Board of Directors has adopted tbeviiof] Legislative Priorities for 2010:

Global Climate Change

Health Care Reform

Money in Elections (campaign finance reform).
On thelLegislative Watch List are:

Arms Control

DC Voting Rights

Election Reform, Ethics and Lobbying Reform

UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Wont@gaRAW).
This Watch List includes issues which need to be monitored for actiontopities in the 111th Congress. It is
understood that the Board will have opportunities to review the pemthiroughout the year to make changes if the
situation requires it. The three priorities were the top tlee@mmendations received from members.

1 $ # - Thank you to Lisa Kamil who emailed me an article about clean energy which made the point
that innovation is critical to meet the challenges in the energy/climate change sector. It noted that many companies
were resigning their U.S. Chamber of Commerce memberships or board positions because of its opposition to
meaningful action in this area. There is a growing understanding that the U.S. needs to take action, in part because
many in the business community have said that we need some certainty and predictability. For example, GE CEO
Jeffrey Immelt noted: “If we want a clean-energy future, we're talking about 20- to 40-year investments. You need
standards set by government, and there must be public-private partnerships.” He and many other CEOs want to see
the government move forward on solutions to the climate change issue — Cap & Trade is an example.
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LWVMI PRISON RESTUDY - CONSENSUS QUESTIONS

The February 27" meeting will help us gain background on prison issues. On March 24™ we will discuss the following
guestions and determine the consensus of Oakland Area members for submission to state. Extensive background
information is available at the — www.lwvmi.org website. Also see the Oakland Voter of NovDec2008 (available on
www.LWVOA.org). Pages 6&7 of it contain a report of OA’s prior meeting on prison reform, especially about re-entry.

1. In terms of guiding Michigan’s criminal justice systems, how would you rank the following sets of
principles in terms of importance?

Retributive Justice Important to Irrelevant Important to
Include Exclude
Restorative Justice Important to Irrelevant Important to
Include Exclude
Therapeutic Justice Important to Irrelevant Important to
Include Exclude
2. Should the League support alternatives to incarceration? YES NO
Should alternatives be used for individuals who can be YES NO

safely managed in the community?

Should an effort be made to find alternatives to incarceration YES NO
for persons with mental illness who have committed crimes?

Should the League support ending incarceration of juveniles YES NO
in adult facilities?

3. Should the State of Michigan pay all the costs of an

Indigent person’s defense? YES NO
4. Should individuals sentenced to prison forfeit any of the following rights as citizens?
Right to Vote YES NO
Access to the Courts YES NO
Access to FOIA YES NO
Protection of Michigan Civil Rights Act YES NO
5. How important is each of the following forms of oversight?
Ombudsman Important Not Important
Media access to prisons Important©  Not Important
Policies that encourage visitation Important Not Important
Careful oversight of privatized services
with penalties for nonperformance Important Not Important

6. Which of the following should be responsibilities of the prison system?

Humane conditions YES NO
Mental health care at community standards YES NO
Health care at community standards YES NO
Timely rehabilitative programming YES NO
Assistance with transitioning to freedom YES NO

7. Which of the following are to be expected of the parole board?
Objective rationale for holding someone past his

or her minimum date YES NO
Ensuring that all individuals are released early enough
to provide some transitional supervision YES NO
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