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The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, 
encourages informed and active participation  in government, works to increase understanding 

of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

Oakland Voter 
League of Women Voters Oakland Area 

725 S. Adams Road, Suite 292, Birmingham, MI 48009 
Phone: 248/594-6602   Fax:  248/594-6603    website:  www.lwvoa.org 

President:  Judy Bateman      e-mail: Pres@lwvoa.org 
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The League of Women Voters will be 90 years old on February 14, 2010! 

 
 
Congratulations to LWVOA Members who were re-elected to office: 
 Nancy Banks, Southfield City Clerk 
 Lori Soifer, Birmingham School Board 
 
 

LWVOA Board of Directors, 
2009-2010 
 
PRESIDENT 
Judy Bateman  
 
1st  VICE PRESIDENT 
Bernadette Najor – Development 
 
2nd  VICE PRESIDENT 
Deb Horner – Voter Service 
 
3rd VICE PRESIDENT 
Eva Packard - Administration 
 
SECRETARY 
Randa Keener  
 
TREASURER 
Sue Abrams 
 
DIRECTORS 
Jerry Burden - Candidate Forums 
Carole Elder – Voter Registration 
Patricia Finn – Communications 
John Magary 
Sheryl Mitchell -Citizen Education 
Renate Soulen – Health Care 
Barbara Suhay - Government 
Andrea Zalewski 
 
OFF-BOARD POSITIONS 
Linda DePoorter –  Membership 
Ann Edwards – Mailings 
Mary Howarth – Data 
    Management 
Tera Moon – Webmaster 
 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
5
!����$����
! , Chair 
Mary Ann Barkach 
Tera Moon 
Sue Abrams 
Eva Packard 
 
 
 
 
THE OAKLAND VOTER is the 
official publication of the League 
of Women Voters.  It is published 
seven times a year by the 
LWVOA.  Articles and Letters to 
the Editor, with writer's name, 
address and phone number may 
be sent to the LWVOA office. 
 
Editor:  Eva Packard 
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Primary member:  Last name ________________________   First name ___________________ 
Household member: (each additional person residing at same address is a household member) 
                              Last name _________________________ First name ____________________ 
Street Address ________________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ________ ZIP _____________ 
Home phone _______________________ Work Phone _______________________ 
Cell phone (if available) _____________________ FAX ______________________ 
Email address ________________________________________________________ 
___ Please renew my membership - $60.00         ___ I am a NEW member - $60.00     
___ Household membership (renew or new) - $30.00   (Each additional person at same address) 
___ Student membership - $30.00                         
___ Additional Contribution –   ___ for LWVOA   or [Separate Check] to ___ LWV Ed Fund 
  Total enclosed $_____________ 
Please make checks payable to LWVOA and send to: 
 LWVOA   725 S. Adams Rd., Rm 292   Birmingham, MI 48009 
� 6����%��$��$
�/���-�%-��,�.��
�� 000�3(49���!. ��$������*��$�#9�@�6?:�3:�5F:��
 

   For office use only:  date rec’d___________ ck date___________ ck#__________ db___________ ty___________ 
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Voter Service for the November 2009 City and School  Elections  
 
With elections in every city and a majority of school districts in Oakland County at the same time, it was a busy fall 
for LWV Oakland Area and our efforts were appreciated: . 

Email from a resident of Wixom:  Dear LWVOA - thank you for all the leg work you do in presenting a very 
usable election guide. I wouldn't feel right going to the polls without having read about the candidates and 
issues and you make is so easy. Please know that your efforts are well appreciated. Happy Election Day!  

 

Call from a resident of Pontiac:  I want to thank you for posting the Voter Guide for the city of Pontiac election.   
I appreciated it very much.  It gave me a lot of information.  Thank you so much.  

 

Letter from the Mayor of Berkley:  Please convey my sincere thanks to all who assisted during the Candidate 
Forums in Berkley, and those who worked on the Voters’ Guide.  Both endeavors are indeed indicative of 
the League’s determination that voters be well informed and acquainted with the candidates.  ….  I realize 
that many hours of volunteer time were given to both endeavors, and I want you to know that I appreciate 
your dedication and hard work. 

 

THANK YOU to Voter Service Vice-president Debra Horner  who coordinated and prepared 46 Voter Guides  for 
28 cities, 2 townships with proposals, and 16 school districts with the help of Fran Fisher  plus Mary Ann Barkach , 
Eva Packard , and Deb’s husband David Williams  who proofed the guides, and Tera Moon who converted and 
posted all of them, plus three by other Leagues and relevant to county residents on our website.  VOTE411.org on 
the national League’s website also pointed to our Voter Guides, as did the state League’s website. 
 
THANK YOU to Candidate Forum Chair Jerry Burden  who along with Judy Bateman,  Ann Edwards  and Tera 
Moon  coordinated 16 Candidate Forums  covering 12 cities (Auburn Hills, Berkley, Birmingham, Clawson, 
Ferndale, Huntington Woods, Lathrup Village, Pleasant Ridge, Rochester Hills, Royal Oak, Southfield, Sylvan 
Lake) and 4 school districts (Berkley, Birmingham, Huron Valley, Royal Oak).  LWVOA also co-sponsored and 
participated as a panelist at the Farmington Hills forum by the Council of Homeowner Associations and helped at 
the Novi forum put on by the Novi News.  LWVOA appreciates our co-sponsors :  Royal Oak Chamber of 
Commerce, Southfield Chamber of Commerce, Southern Oakland County NAACP, Berkley PTA, Birmingham 
PTSA, and Citizens for a Fair Ferndale, and all the cable organizations  that filmed the forums and reran them. 
 
Moderators for forums included Judy Bateman  (4), Jerry Burden  (4), Linda DePoorter , Carla Gribbs  (3) Tera 
Moon , Eva Packard  (2) and Neil Zechman .  Many individuals helped to screen, time and pick up questions at the 
forums:  John Magary  (our master screener), Mary Ann Barkach, Karen DeGrendel, Carole Elder, Patricia 
Finn, Debbie Macon, Sheryl Mitchell, Barbara Talley , Renata Soulen, Barb Suhay, Pat Szura, Sue Whalen,  
and Paul Zalewski  as well as Jerry Burden, Judy Bateman, Ann Edwards, Tera Moon and members of co-
sponsoring organizations.  Thanks, too, to Patricia Finn for handling press releases for many of the forums.  The 
forums were well attended with the room filled to overflowing at several of them. 
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NEWS from NATIONAL and STATE  
 
Members without Email IDs in the LWVUS files should have received the first edition of the Susan Bee  newsletter .  
You can view it online by going to the LWVUS website www.lwv.org and clicking on Recent News & Updates under 
For Members.  It is four pages with brief overviews of advocacy, citizen education, membership, and general 
LWVUS news including the upcoming June 11-15, 2010 National Convention in Atlanta.  In January, Oakland Area 
is doing Program Planning to provide our input for issue study – See Pages 1 and 7. 
 
LWV’s priority issues  – health care and climate change – have been front and center in Washington.  Visit the US 
website and click on Issues for background on these hot issues and others.  This is a particularly critical time for 
health care reform  and there have been many Calls for Action as bills have advanced in both houses of Congress.  
Contact your Senators in support of comprehensive system-wide reform that provides quality affordable health care 
for all Americans. 
  
Members  who have provided their Email ID and created a personal password for LWVUS member access can 
view and update all of their contact information (address/phone/email) online.  Go to www.lwv.org and click on 
Login.  Members can also join discussion lists related to issues, the Convention, or to League roles. 
 
To celebrate the League’s 90th anniversary, LWV of Michigan  is planning an Advocacy Day in Lansing in early 
Spring of 2010 with lunch, education on Michigan issues (especially regarding voting) and how to advocate for 
them with follow-up meetings with your legislators.  Stay tuned for more details.  The State Board recently voted to 
support the concept of early voting in Michigan.  We also support no-excuse absentee ballots.  The state League is 
also active in the Public Advocacy for Voter Protection (PAVP) project to simplify voter registration with Oakland 
Area actively involved. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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DONATING to LWVOA  
 

Recent donations In Memory of Karen Burden, wife of League member Jerry Burden:    
- Judy Bateman 
- Fran Fisher 
- Eva Packard (also in memory of Jerry’s mother Marabel Burden) 
 

Please note that the Annual Finance Drive letter by LWVOA was recently sent out.  You may have also received 
letters from LWVMI and LWVUS.  Like other non-profits, all levels of the League of Women Voters depend on 
contributions and solicit funds to support our activities.  Donations mailed to LWVOA (725 S. Adams Rd, Suite 
292, Birmingham, MI 48009) can be made payable to the LWV Education Fund in support of our voter service 
activities (tax-deductible) or payable to LWVOA in support of our action priorities (not tax-deductible).  Be aware 
that less than $10 of League dues remains for local support after Per-Member-Payments are sent to national, state 
and the Detroit Metro Area Inter-League Organization, so Oakland Area relies on contributions to perform the bulk 
of our activities.  Thank you to all who help us support the League’s mission described at the bottom of Page 1. 
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4783 Walnut Creek Circle  is 
 between Farmington Rd 
 and Orchard Lake Rd . 
 and south off Maple Rd . 
in the Maple Creek development 
  in West Bloomfield Township. 
 
Go South at Maple Creek Blvd ; 
  Right  at Walnut Creek Dr;   
  Left  at Walnut Creek Circle.   
House is on the Right.  
 
Bernadette Najor phone: 
  248-932-8499. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Map to Home of  
Vicki Lange 

115 Linda Knoll,  
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 
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