Oakland Voter

The League of Women Voters Oakland Area
725 S. Adams Road, Suite 292, Birmingham MI 48009
Phone: 248/594-6602 Fax: 248/594-6603 website: www.lwvoa.org
President: Eva Packard e-mail: Pres@Iwvoa.org

"H o $$ #
% & (&

Protect Your Right To Know

Are you interested in:
1. Greater transparency & accountability in government?

2. Becoming more informed about local issues?
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3. Meeting local leaders & other concerned
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8. Enhancing visibility? | 5 Lt %
9. Bringing mission into action? s
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10. Having fun? Q

If you answered "Yes", to ANY of the questions \
above, plan on attending the Observer Corps worksho p. This interactive workshop will provide

a great number of easily accessible resources and tools to support active citizen monitoring and

public policy oversight of government transparency, openness and accountability. Non-members

are welcome.
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The workshop will be conducted by Debbie Macon. See related article on Sunshine Week on Page 3.

“The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic
improvement.”

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan politicganization, encourages
informed and active participation in governmentykgato increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and influences pubtitigy through education and
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The Oakland Voter

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE by Eva Packard

On May 30" at our Annual Meeting, | will be turning over the Presidency to new co-Presidents Judy
Bateman and Fran Fisher. While | am continuing on the Oakland Area board, | will be taking on
new responsibilities as Voter Service Director for the League of Women Voters of Michigan.

It has been a busy two and a half years and many people helped. Special THANKS go to:
Bernadette Najor for leading our national Immigration study, arranging our annual meetings at
Shenandoah Country Club and arranging our Wine Tasting event.

- Sue Abrams for leading the Membership Recruitment Initiative, helping inform members of
upcoming activities, providing refreshments for those events and being a wise counselor.

- Fran Fisher for handling our financial records, organizing 2007 legislative interviews, and
assisting at candidate forums and with Dept. of Human Services voter registration.

- Patricia Finn for preparing board minutes, doing PR and organizing 2009 legislative interviews.

- Judy Bateman and Jerry Burden for arranging and moderating our Candidate Forums for a wide
range of offices — a record number these past two years.

- Debra Horner for handling Voter Guides for all offices for all elections and assisting with the PSA
Contest.

- Laura Gogola for handling our office, the OA member database, thank you letters and last year’s
move to our new office.

- Tera Moon for keeping our website up-to-date and coordinating our They Represent You (TRY)
brochures.

- Randa Keener and Alissa Terrell for serving on the OA Board and assisting with activities.

- PJ Royale for developing the Public Service Announcement contest for high school students.

- Linda DePoorter for coordinating and moderating our judicial Candidate Forums co-sponsored
with the Oakland County Bar Association and Detroit Free Press.

- Ann Edwards for handling all of our mailings, arranging many candidate forums and doing TRY
updates.

- Mary Howarth for updating Oakland Area records for the national member database.

- Don McHarness for arranging Candidate Forums and updating TRYSs.

- John Magary for being a Candidate Forum screener par excellence.

- Carole Elder and Shelley Goldberg for coordinating our major Voter Registration effort at the
Department of Human Services.

- Donna Sklar for leading our effort with Pontiac Schools to involve youth in the political process.

- Mary Ann Barkach for producing our VOTER newsletter (and mentoring Erin Shuster who
handled the newsletter for several issues) and helping with DHS voter registration.

- Karen DeGrendel for arranging They Represent You sponsors and providing fundraising ideas.

- Marge Polidori for organizing and financially supporting our Fall Luncheons every year.

- Dorothy Conrad for the Fall Luncheon, arranging our Dream Cruise fundraiser and finding our
new office location.

- Barbara Moorhouse for leading our Local Governance Study effort and coordinating Running for
Office seminars.

- Lisa Kamil for speaking to us about the Climate Project and the impact of global warming.

- Barbara Suhay for researching the topic and leading our National Popular Vote Compact
discussion and Consensus meeting.

- Betty Spehar and Gretchen Pugsley for captaining the Italian club election support project
which helped to fund our activities.

- Christine Jurgensen for helping in many ways — with the club election, with Voter Registration at
Dept. of Human Services and by calling members about meetings.

- Andrea Zalewski for helping with membership activities, arranging Dream Cruise workers and
assisting at many candidate forums (with her husband Paul.)

- Paula Bowman of LWV Northwest Wayne for her key role in arrangements for the Bishop-Dillon
Town Hall and the Fair & Impartial Courts forum.

Many other members assisted with candidate forums, voter guides, They Represent You brochures,

voter registration, program studies, the consolidation of local OA and Rochester Area positions,

meetings, the Dream Cruise, committees for the Annual Meeting, etc. | very much appreciate your

willingness to help when called upon. Please support Judy and Fran in the upcoming two years.

Please join us on Saturday, May 30", for our Annual Meeting at Shenandoah Country Club.
248-473-5595 pres@Iwvoa.org

"The LWV is neither a charitable organization to which one contributes for philanthropic reasons nor
a social organization to which one belongs for pleasure only -- but rather a learning and doing group

which, like any democracy, loses its force for good when its members cease to participate.”

- LWV West Bloomfield President Mary Couzens, 1956.
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REGISTRATION FORM
Registration deadline is April 16, 2009

Name
Organization
Address

City State Zip

Daytime Phone
Email

REGISTRATION FEES (Lunch included)
If registration is submitted after April 16th,
add $10 to registration fee.

LWVMI Member — $30

Non-Member — $50

Conference & LWVMI Membership — $70

(see http://lwvmi.org for membership
information)

Scholarship — $15 (complete Scholarship
Request section below)

Late Fee — $10

Select the following, if applicable:
Vegetarian lunch

SCHOLARSHIP REQUEST

A limited number of scholarships are available

for individuals who require financial assistance

to attend the conference. Scholarships are not
available to individuals attending on behalf of an
organization. Please state why you are requesting
a scholarship on a separate sheet.

Please describe any needs for assistive
technology below. LWVMI will make reasonable
efforts to accommodate them.

Mail completed registration form and
payment to:

League of Women Voters of Ml

200 Museum Dr., Suite 104
Lansing, MI 48933
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On March 20, 2009, the LWV Education Fund co-sponsored a webcast held at the Center for
American Progress called “Opening Doors: Finding the keys to Open Government. To hear the
webcast, visit http://www.americanprogress.org/events/2009/03/doors.html. The purpose of this
panel discussion, with participation by interested citizens, was how to make government more
transparent, participatory and cooperative. That is a key goal in becoming Observers. See Page 1.

"To the wrongs that need resistance, To the rights that needs assistance,
To the future in the distance, Give yourselves.
Carrie Chapman Catt

Join the League of Women Voters Oakland Area and be directly involved in shaping the issues that keep our
community fair, vibrant and strong. http://lwvoa.org/Join.html
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NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE COMPACT

Thank you tdBarbara Suhay for providing an informative and concise overview of the National Popiate

(NPV) Compact for our Consensus meeting on the topic. She provided cothieCafnstitution and pointed
out that two sections of the U.S. Constitution relate to this reform which g®pasechanism to achieve a

national popular vote without passing an Amendment to the Constitution to abolidbdtuedt College.

Article 1l, Section 1, paragraphs 2 and 3 discuss the appointment of electastbgtate’s legislature for its
state. Maine and Nebraska use the district plan where whoever winse®ressional district gets that
elector and whoever wins the state gets 2 votes. All other stateshasz-taike-all of the state’s electoral
votes. Proponents of the NPV Compact argue that, because statestspe@fectors are chosen, each state
can specify that the national popular vote winner receives all itoederotes.

Article I, Section 10, paragraph 3 says that “No State shall, without the Coh&mntgress, ..., enter into any
Agreement or Compact with another State, .... Opponents of the NPV compact atgientressional
approval of the NPV Compact is required and would be difficult to achweie proponents cite cases where
Congressional approval for a compact was not required such as on state \otineslar

Other issues discussed included recounts, enforcement of the compadt pinmpiaor parties, and ballot
wording related to selecting electors. Our League’s Consensus onehagsestions dealing with the NPV
Compact will be submitted to LWVUS for consolidation with other Leaguéeity.S. and the National
Board will then determine if there is a national consensus on the NPV Compact

Thanks also go to Sue Abrams and Randa Keener for providing refreshmem¢sNtarch 25 meeting.

! i gy Owner
607 Woodward St. Rochester
., Rochestes, M1 48307 BRICKSCAPE| ofice: (248) 650-2800
ph 248.651.9411 Fax: (248) 650-4266
ILLMAN & UPTON fax 248.608.3860 HARDSCAPE Cell: (248) 321-1674
JSull-service home center www.dillmanupton.com SPEC|AL|STS grantdegrendel@sbcglobal.net
and lumberyard carol@dillmanupton.com SINCE 1985 www.michiganbrickscape.com
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The Oakland Voter

In November 1992, voters approved an amendment to Michigan’s constitution that limits the number
of terms a person may serve in various elected offices. Despite their popularity, term limits have not
led to the types of changes proponents expected. This panel will address the effects of term limits
and proposals for constitutional change.
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Many states have adopted reforms to make it easier to vote, such as no-excuse absentee voting,
early voting, and voter registration alternatives. 28 states allow no-excuse absentee voting and 31
provide for some form of early voting. This panel of municipal and county election officials presents
perspectives on enacting and implementing these types of reforms in Michigan.
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The 2008 Michigan Supreme Court election campaign was the most expensive yet for a single seat
on the Court, and one of the most rancorous in memory. Over half the money spent in the campaign
paid for candidate-focused issue advertisements, for which there is no real financial accountability.
This decade-long pattern raises questions of recusal and due process that can undermine faith in
the impatrtiality of Court decisions. How can we conduct campaigns that don’t impede First
Amendment rights, and don’t undermine trust and confidence in the impartiality of the Michigan
Supreme Court?
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NON-PROFIT ORG.

The League of Women Voters Oakland Area U.S. POSTAGE
725 S. Adams Road, Suite 292 PAID
Birmingham, MI 48009 PERMIT NO. 32

BIRMINGHAM, Mi

A Voice for Citizens, ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
A Voice for Change

Time Dated Material Enclosed
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